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THIRD REPORT 
From the Select Committee on the Roads from 
Holyhead to London, &c. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 23 June 1817. 



The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
State of the Roads from Holyhead, to London , into the Regulation* 
for the conveyance of His Majesty’s Mail between London and 
Dublin, and from thence to the interior of Ireland ; and also, 
into the Laws and Regulations relating to the conveyance of 
Passengers, Goods and Merchandize, between Dublin and 
Holyhead ; and who were empowered to report their Observations, 
together with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, 

from time to time to The House : Have, pursuant to the Order 

of The House, further examined the Matters to them referred, and 
have agreed upon the following REPORT : 

Y OUR Committee have abstained from making a Report on that 
part of the matter referred to them, respecting the conveyance of 
His Majesty’s Mail between London and Holyhead, hoping that they 
might be relieved from the necessity of doing so, by the Post Office 
carrying into effect the recommendations contained in the Report of the 
Select Committee of 1815. Although they are aware, that the Post Office 
have advertised for tenders to run a new Mail Coach through Coventry 
to Holyhead in thirty-eight hours, they are nevertheless induced, in 
consequence of the late period of the Session, and the great importance 
of the proposed improvement in the conveyance of the Mail between 
London and Dublin, to submit the following observations concerning it 
to the House. 

The Committee of 1815 having entered very fully into the details 
belonging to this subject, it will be sufficient to refer the House to their 
Report, in order to show the practicability of effecting a great saving of 
time by sending the Mail through Coventry, and under new regulations, 
in place of continuing it on the present plan, and by the Oxford 
Road. 

Your Committee also beg to refer the House to their hirst Report 
upon the state of the Welsh Roads, to show the great importance of 
saving every moment of time that can be saved in getting the Mail 
Coach into Holyhead, in consequence of its not being safe for the 
Packets to stand on for the Irish coast, unless they can see the land 
before it becomes dark ; and which they cannot do, unless they are able 
to sail from Holyhead early in the morning. 

Your Committee entirely agree with the Committee of 1815, in 
recommending the Road through Coventry, as the best line to be adopted 
for the general communication between London and. Dublin. It is 
411. q- G * llorter 
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shorter than the Road through Oxford by ten miles ; it is also a much 
better Road ; and from the communications Your Committee have laid 
with the several Boards of Commissioners, under whose management it 

is, they find there exists every disposition and sufficient means for ren- 
dering it a perfectly good Road. The establishing the new Mail upon 

it, would contribute very much to promote their activity, by inducing 
them to be fully sensible of the great importance of an efficient discharge 
of their duties, in securing so great an object to the Public, as the im- 
provement of this Road. 

Notwithstanding the saving of time, by running the Mail in thirty- 
eight hours to Holyhead, as proposed by the Post Office advertisement, 
is very considerable, Your Committee think it right to observe, that this 
may be effected without any change in the time in which the Mails now 
travel over the several stages, except in two instances in Wales, merely 
by going the shorter road through Coventry, and by proper regulations 
for the stoppages, for the convenience of the coach passengers and the 
Post Office business. The Birmingham Mail now goes to Birmingham 
in fifteen hours, and the Oxford and Shrewsbury Mail in six hours and 
seven minutes from Birmingham to Shrewsbury, deducting eight 
minutes forgoing round through Wellington. The same time will be 
sufficient to enable the proposed new Mail to arrive at Shrewsbury, so 
that it may go on to Holyhead, and arrive there in thirty-eight hours 
from London. 

In going from Shrewsbury to Holyhead, it will be necessary that; it 
should go in fifty minutes less time than it now travels that journey ; but 
this it may easily do, in consequence of the late improvement of 
several parts of the Road by the Parliamentary Commissioners. 

Your Committee are well aware, that, if the whole extent of the public 
object was to convey the Mail in thirty-eight hours to Holyhead, this 
might be done without any difficulty upon the Oxford line, though ten 
miles longer than the Coventry line ; but they are strongly of opinion, 
that, after the Mail shall have been established on this line, and those 
additional improvements shall be made in the Welsh Road, as Your Com- 
mittee understand are about to be made in the course of the present 
year, the Mail may with great facility perform the journey from London 
to Holyhead in thirty-six hours; and more especially so, if the several 
Commissioners of the Road through England lend their assistance in 
improving their respective districts. 

The necessary rate of travelling this journey, including all stoppages, 
in 36 hours, will be something less than seven miles and an half an hour, 
being the same rate at which the present Holyhead Mail now travels 
between Birmingham and London, and being half a mile an hour less 
than the rate at which the Bristol Mail travels. But the circumstance 
which proves most fully the possibility of the proposed Mail travelling 
this rate of seven miles and an half an hour, is, the regularity and 
safety with which light Post Coaches, carrying fourteen or sixteen pas- 
sengers, and a large quantity of heavy luggage, now perform long 
journeys, in every direction from the Metropolis, at the rate of eight 
miles an hour, including all stoppages. 

Your Committee, therefore, impressed by these considerations, do 
not at all mean to recommend the Coventry line of Road as preferable 
to the Oxford line, solely with the view of having the Mail carried to 
Holyhead in 38 hours, but with a confident expectation, after the Mail 
shall be once established on the Coventry line, and after all the im- 
provements of the Road which are practicable, by repairing and shorten- 
ing 
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ing it, shall be completely carried into execution, that in the course of 
one year, this time may be reduced two hours, and, at no very long 
period, from one to two hours more, whenever the new line of Road 
across Anglesea shall be made. As to the effect of thus expediting the 
arrival of the Mail at Holyhead, upon the general correspondence, Your 
Committee beg to refer to the following communication made to them 
by the Irish Post Oflice : — 

“ The Postmasters General have no doubt that the interest of both 
“ Countries would be materially advanced, were it practicable to effect 
“ the arrival of the London Mail at Holyhead, at such an hour in the 
“ morning as would enable the Packet to proceed to sea at half past 
“ eight., A. M.” (instead of three P. M.) “ The immediate effect of such 
“ a measure would be to secure the arrival of many Mails, even under 
‘‘ existing regulations, before the departure of the Mails from Dublin, 

“ (viz. at eight P.M.) “and on the average, every Mail would be certain 
“ of being delivered 111 Dublin on the third morning, with the Inland 
“ Letters. The number so delivered at present does not exceed sixty 
“ in the year, and the Post-Office is obliged to support an establisli- 
“ ment of officers and letter carriers at an expense of £. 1,526 a year 
“ for the delivery of the remainder. The Postmasters General of 
“ Ireland are not sure whether the limited number of Mails, that during 
“ the year might arrive out of course, might not easily be delivered 
“ through the medium of the Penny Post, and thus save the expense 
“ of this establishment.” The Postmasters General further state, that 
after a fair experiment shall be made of the effect of sending off the 
Mail from Holyhead at an early hour in the morning, and of the new 
Packet Harbour at Howth, a new regulation for the later departure of 
the Mail Coaches from Dublin, will frequently effect a saving of twenty 
four hours in forwarding the English correspondence to the interior of 
Ireland. 

Of the effect which would be produced upon the expediting of the 
correspondence between England and Ireland, by the Mail performing 
the journey on its return to London in thirty-six hours, the House 
will be able to form an accurate judgment from the following Extract 

from the Report of the Committee of 1815. 

“ It appears from an account of the Mails that have not arrived in 
“ London on the days when due, between the 1st of January 1814 and 
“ the 1st of January 1815, that out of 313 dispatched from the Dublin 
“ Post Oflice, 171 only arrived in due time at Holyhead for the departure 
“ of the Mail Coach,” (viz. twelve at noon ;) “ of those which did not 
“ arrive, forty-four would have arrived in due time, if the journey from 
“ Holyhead to London had been performed in thirty-seven hours. Had 
“ the packets sailed from Howth, a still greater number would, most 
“ probably, have been in time/ 

Your Committee trust, that in the observations which they have sub- 
mitted to the House in this Report upon the conveyance of_the Mail 
between London and Holyhead, they have fully established, if anything 
was wanting to establish, the justness of the opinions upon this subject 
contained in the Report of the Select Committee of 1815. They think 
it is much to be regretted, that an improvement of so much general 
utility, recommended so strongly by a Committee of the House ot 
Commons, and universally acknowledged to be of great importance to 
the Public, should have been so long postponed; and the more so 
when they see by the Journals of the House, that a Petition was pre- 
sented to it in the course of last Session, signed by the principal Bankers, 
Merchants and Inhabitants of Dublin, praying the House to adopt the 

recommendations 
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recommendations of the Committee of 1815; and also, that soon after- 
wards the House presented an Address to His Royal Highness The Prince 
Regent, praying His Royal Highness to take into His consideration the 
proposed Plan of establishing a new Mail Coach to run through Coventry 
and Birmingham to Holyhead. 

Had it not been, that soon after the appointment of the Committee an 
advertisement appeared in the public papers from the Post Office,’ for 
Tenders for such a Coach, Your Committee would have felt it to be their 
duty to have examined into the causes which had rendered a preceding 
advertisement of no effect. They trust the second attempt will prove 
more successful ; but should it not, Your Committee will feel it to be their 
duty, pursuant to the Order of the House, to proceed to investigate all 
the circumstances of the case, and to make a further Report upon them to 
the House before the Session closes. 

23 June 1817. 
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